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e o Addeese glven by Qeorg féy, Birge ster of the ¢ ot
: iemmingcn on QOctober d6.1947 in connexion with the atntc
_vieit of D*.Ha.na E‘md, Prime Minister of Bavar:la.
o cssescsanes More than 1200 yeere heve gone since ths
Alemarni nettla& in our wwrt ol the world, sn imperisl Frouccnisn g
 tenement zrowing wp side by side with thelw vilinge. Afser this se*flﬂo *S
went had come undsr the away of the @u91phs, =hont 800 voars ago 4
Welf VI., the unnle of Henrv the ILion, fcunded here at the same t‘qn r=“j?
a8 Wanich wus founded a town which thanks to i%s favourahla ﬂomwsroiﬂl
loca<ion and the capsbility of its citipens soon grew into a flauri-‘w}-
_ ahing community. The imwverial privi L.ages of the Hohenetanfen ﬂrnvjﬁﬁd
.after their extinetion ths found-tions of imperizl frsedom: inapiteJqf““_
. grievous times of war und of internal confiiots the tollowing canturziss
k gaw 4n the 15th century %he higshnest "osperity of the free imparial talt
~ Its commerce ext3:nded %5 Isaly, Pranca aad Piqnders, it plured an 1mpom- %
'  ‘;un+ yﬁrt in the fo.eretion of Suabian towns, and 1% ooconpied as it d.- i
“iderfad g8 seat om the elty banch of the Gernun diet, 4 high oty wail 3
s with 30 towers anclozed the t'ﬂ'% wargidres of the gltizens snd “ivhly
; *-mo.zﬁ"! crureher, €lognert witnecges of the powsrful andi pioun nsni“a'ﬁitma
and the spirit of comurity of the town raphhlic Jlevan villazas ;n thq'
aurycundings vwere undsr the rule of the free tmro“al townsecnl av and
~ apiritual }otert;t» £ror the Suveabien and Boverisn ncignbourhoce ofteu
'hiatlﬁa@ sithin its wells, tent on vericue pursuite in timer of pence, ?
.. looking for proteéction Juring the trovblous dave cf wer. The ehifting
. of internetiorsl trafc Aurins the ere of Al mackeries end 4hre qurfev-inga
‘entailed by the 30 years' War put » stop to the nnwerd &evolopucnt. :
_WTha *rnc imperisl town freoze in abaoluntinm and- ar%iqua*eﬁ forms and
fP]] — an overripa frmit - in 1803 to Bavaria, : o
Al After & sicap of 40 ysars like that of the "Sleenins
Beasuty" H-amingan awoke again to rsw 1ife; the ra*; roeds te Ulm, i
Kempten and Buchloe: which were comstrucied from heve, brough % the town"'
. again into contzct with the werld at larpe, steadily growing tho'qo'n
, _Zburst its »inz of walls qnﬁ Zrew ipto the alers oonuunity ot which in_
- all dve modesty we ere yet proud. R
i : The location of Wemmingen is *ﬂr*ic¢1ar1' fpvournbla  ' ;_'?
_ "_.uidat afarreaching rustic hinterland. To the south the green loadon
~ - and the lusciocus pustures of the Allgan/daIvy-Thralng, to tho north _”:"L
~ the yellow whest fidds of the suablo-bavarian table land. A happy mix-
" ture of wellfounded arﬂsane shops end of not too lsrge industrial uudiw-_
-wJ-wtakaaga-sn&una $ha pzoepnnnxy_nfmlnlminggn!p trado.!hg#;npﬁrtnnco ot' il




: e ol : : 4
. The 1mpcr*anee of comuerce is unown uy the’ fa~t that the voluao or
railborne gooda occupied for meny years the third highest plaoo in Sun* e
bia after Augsburg and »1ndau. The Kreis of !omninsen is onc of thn :1~::_
‘ghest In oa%ttle in the hnﬁv of %ﬂﬂvria' that's why one of the moat 11-
ooportant catile. marketa of Sauthcrn.&prmany hes grown wp here. This ie
' tu:trar advanced by the ur-to=date slauvghter yard o thelﬁgwael” Ag bv
%Fé‘rlsn of a apaciowa house for cold storsga 4in the aonatrnntion of
' which we have %o thonk the Beverinn Govewament To» fax »saching help. e
Kl T weuld guat 8¢ 200n pag? over in silence the last 14 yesrs; dut t&upw&
is oune mc?s ure 22cided sp during those 3iesatrous times whioh I cannot huﬁ@
. refer to becouse we ore still smow ting uader it, By the German law on  '1
".muri*ius Mea: dngen wes spraded im 193K to the level of e medinte oovnttg
. bown. 1t s not finunciel advant lGgeE OF 1&1130¢¢Bﬂtiﬁﬁ to ca-operatc
“ 0 with the Lenarat which mokes the town veerr for ige inﬂapond&ncy qs-a-;rf "
f'-cqrtingﬂtzon of 1ts vontury-old imperiel freedom, it 1s the will tofgﬁ:jffﬂ
.; nomy - slive sirce tho times of c14 - of the citizens whe sre fully com=
- ‘seious of thelr tasks within the grestey compess of tha oountfy s sﬁp
. anxious to show this Yy yet greator energy. More than anyvhere else thi
beccmes mantfest rere by the distinctly spparent will to rrncnetr:ctianm
S !hs town of Hecaingen hae dene Tor sone time avarything poaaibla in%i 3
 order to recoverits foramer independence from the . Erels, . .. b
_ '”-ﬁe fully expect that the Bavarian state government end the Eardtng
‘in-the'courae of reparation of amticnalescodulist wrengs will g!vo 1«0&
.%o us our former iu&epenue“ce from tri Krsiso with the chorteot poneiblkt
'1‘delny. _ - - 0
i Over *he lintel'of our meeting rnom the vﬁnra 1?68-1803 aro 1nneri~7”;
 bed, They indicate the rreatest historioal times of Memmingen. These !:oli
- tlmes pnt we under the cohligation to fight for 1t in the 1nnr~st of thggq :
who come after ue that this town recovere its fopmey municipal pfi?iltﬁ@ﬁ?h
Memsilngen too has not escaped the ravages cansed hy wer. First of 111
the grest stresm of evacuoes from Rncnania - serticularly from Fesen = o
had tc be sheltered here, then followed tne most grievous durdens 1mvoslﬂ
on the town Ly severzl serisl sttsoks of whioh persiculordy those of
_"July 20.1944! and of April 20. 1045 iufiicted most heavy los=es, About
; 15§ of the town's living accomaod ot on wan damaged "nd deatroye&, nhtrtq
. mention the several mundreds of desd whom we had - snent. There are . ¢
_ -391nru1 gaps in the 0ld town am well as in the newer partn and &evaral :
-zjnonnuentl of the past as the Salsatadel, SQenendicharhsuy @etbarglate ﬂﬁ;f"
,naﬂ the town walls wera partyl destroyed:. - O -
' - The occupation of the Hown by Ane*iuan tranpo on lpril 26,1945 put
'~'an nnﬁ to tho-wlr

_ > 31v5ng tha town a firat ch&qoe to taka bresth apaiuf
e awd to uea to 1:w'aud oraor. nuring the 1aaﬁ neeku ot the war th; atr"“
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; _;jof equllnsnﬁntsrtad zran tho East » rron Bhnt-rn Pruania and troa tht
. Sadvtestende= Silesia. Later onigh® ex;

- detenland, all of whom had to bs hcused, fed érd employed. Suffice it
%0 ghite hare, thut eince tho besinnine of Whie war the rumber of 1nh5~}:

';[hitants Jumped up from 16000 to 26000 The Sown .,

7ffseamaﬁa nesrly. 1muosszcln with all good will and the gr.nteat poaﬁibla
_‘energy and - s strivina up to th. present to tind a aolution of theac
_'problema.

;ae'ara'in ;a;nsat about thée rsconst: 1ctjfn ;’ Honmingen, ”Herev4r the;

pellees startied sriivirg from Sm

'“'bout a +ask~wh1uh

LA wadk Lnruugﬁ the fown shiows more than anything wlse that

way . Pas c"uaﬂd gaps in ithe vatiern of our toan,.*hc citizens take -vaxy

"pcssible treuble to repair or te buils avew ag Por o thi§ Bas 5#28"“
:ﬁe_x:* takgagparsiovlar oars that shia pe onﬂtv“r*ion *ﬁn« wot dewtraw
.-,.-_:.vu?'.llal‘..ﬁ"l’ of "’w henn t1f1) ‘masnory of our 1:'“"! . ¥ :0h haa %0 be ra-
 nlaced, o he vqnewqﬂ to he emhnllie*-d. Tasnite n® +ha «cnroitv of

"ﬂfhulding materiale nnd of the. ofher numbsrless diffi"ul*i=3 we.are in

'gf*h» *1vnt ws" to 4o awqy/witn the imprints of the war in Manningnn anﬂ
 _@to creato @8 much s possibie new living room, - I B

Apart from these moat nrrent tasks we ds not nawleat‘tho 7~J;;
qulturll life of the towng +this is clearly shown by our Kreuzherrn hall.

“I"svita ef the djfficult timea an opportunity whioch oacurrea but onoq

wes seized upom end ovt of en uneaves for atore room m stot elv,praniena

"Tfha}l for celnkr-tiona 9,5 evhibitions was created, Thet the Sinbendlohtz_

,fjscient!sth as woll aa nulnznus oouraea and Iooturus hy hene teachanq, L

o Heus with fte peenliap eonstrmiction - of which the bombe hed only lelt

isalto betny yebutats.

~i, frogile ekelwten = may 2150 he oounted ca sne the “v"‘oa’ful affortn
_Tﬁxnot only to meet the most vrensine Aspenda of the p*ﬂa-nce ﬂ-ﬂ not tn
".“'£arfn? rt the gers time $he obligations a**nubﬁd o our atnrirﬁ ﬂeaut1~ '
) seenery. . L. l ; O

LTRE pniad vnl thaphea AP “i"e*rrﬂﬂ fn]'*l* in Quaﬁf: a taak

ax %@-ﬂnﬁ +hf.vﬂﬁpnrr'ﬂf B singsle Cluﬂlﬂity Bhey ave "}aV*ﬂg "11 over

_*h- couﬂ‘rv from Lindam by Kempton end Konfbeuren 4o Miscen, fropm oﬁerat -

dorf %o Ginsburg. Alene 4n the. town of Mamringen 2 vell frogquented

g%gthnnfre rings provide the nercesgn»y #und-, Puring the thectye ‘aeeson ;f:;f
~ of 1946 the number of rerformences in Menmingen amountcd to 157, and.
-;”that of those cutai&u of Hcmmingen to ?78, ai*o~~+bs- 135. i iow i)

el - Thﬂ;ﬂ iv elso-a -maaver of high olise nuﬂoaﬁn ﬁ"oviﬂiwp gsoa

'f;uuaio'.n tha 1unicipal thactre, in the Krenzher»rn hall ?nd in *h ' "3ﬁ”
_ _-neighhouring carthuaian convent at auxhein. How greatly our population
' ”513 intaroated in culturrl rcta h11ities is also shown by the high nun— :;
r _-bnr of 5bcut 1700 ¢ tudends entered nt the "Velkehoohs:hule® popular .
:;Lnivernity ) at Hbma_ngvn, 1here are 1vgulurlr ¢eotures oy 1uportan€'
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ﬂf_%hu roconatruction ot trade and oonnarca hau of ccurse to contend i
here with the same difficulties as everyvherc elsd. Our *rwn has a;;n:
o -f'baen dopri?cd ot the major part of its n;*urn* hingerland across thu
& 'j111or, whish hag *eua out 5ff hy the rigﬂu“rurlv 4ﬁaveed uonal tron-
tier of Uﬁrttahbcrg.

VQ'E°P“Tat13t elriles 1ﬂ biaoia are seakin@ naLvu*ior in tna foundation:rf
. of 2 tribel land "Greater Suabia®. |
© In these" days of qroas

v o3l a,;naa e hqxu ia ﬁeﬂutﬁgsn &9 hnt annreitti'*
sucli efforte, We. decline ﬂvaﬂ' nldu of aspara t*sn una qecxaro: b

i%ﬁﬁ:".o J}xmdln l)arnr*un" : i R

Z'ﬁh;ia ¢dLiu.¢J auhlawind ouz'nnins uf-viaw. we nwut ﬁt the aams ti
'};:roint ont, dndthat nanv » time we “nnniuﬁ*o; ourselves n-bt‘hrtl&
‘wg-ﬁe Sk Juicli ) 4 Mich, Underss sanding: h%[pﬁ chy for out uhnbian nnmplan

_fiﬁ the . haot eﬂiidoto to nip in the bud all separatisy hsplrut*nns..

 But your viuit Ir.?ricldont ahowa that “smaingan is not a stepnhil&

e do 1ot want unyihing unfair, only sympsiny for cur 3nnbiar 1and :
;fflidl;and communitias.-mheq there will be no reacon why we ghould. ea,aet_
L:i__ ;wangthing from the tr301ng uf a nen ernu+er l&u. nu*bu in gny ouna

" ooudd mot- anhnge Jny.hing in’ Ehe exzatiug 51 aJ.ion a8 re@urde-"rih’
'75candio¢oaa.' L

..q!-w.tn.ut.co._.' - " :




